CLEMENCEAU

There was, therefore, a strong public opinion in favour of
something being done to improve both the fleet itself and the
spirit which animated its commanders. Admiral Germinat, a
popular officer with, as appears, a genuine loyalty to his
profession and a desire to remedy its defects, thought proper
to write a very strong letter to a local service newspaper, making
a fierce attack upon the general management of the navy,
without having given any notice of his views either to the
Minister of Marine or the Prime Minister.

Thereupon, M. Clemenceau at once put him on the retired
list. Immediately a great hubbub arose. The very same
people who had approved of Clemenceau's policy, in regard to
those whom they called anarchist workmen, were now in full
cry after the President of Council, for daring to deal thus
drastically with a man who, however his good intentions may
have been and however distinguished his career, was beyond
all question an anarchist admiral. The matter became a
question of the day. It was brought up in the Senate amid all
sorts of threats to the stability of the Government, M.
Ctemenceau, as usual, took up the challenge boldly himself.
His speech was so crushing that the whole ii dictment against
the Ministry collapsed. The .evidence of indiscipline on
the Admiral's part, not only on this occasion but on several
others, and the declaration that Admiral Germinat would not
be excluded from the navy, when he had purged his offence
and when his services would be advantageous to the country,
settled the matter and strengthened the Ministry.

By acquiring the Chemin de Fer de 1'Ouest and combining
it with other Government railways, the Ministry made the
first important step towards nationalisation of railways.
Cleinenceau defended this measure on grounds that would be,
and were, accepted by Socialises; but events have shown in
this particular case that a good deal more is needed than the
establishment of another department of State bureaucracy to
render the railways a national property really beneficial to
the community. As carried out in practice, the acquisition
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